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Henry'slife was now safe, perhaps it had never been
seriously threatened, but it would not be easy to
imagine a more difficult and dangerous position than
that in which he now found himself. The eight
hundred gentlemen who had accompanied him to
his wedding were slain or fled, there was none near
him to warn him or advise, powerless as he appeared
in the hands of his mother-in-law. Catherine sug-
gested to her daughter, if the latter may be believed,
that a divorce might easily be procured, which would
have deprived him of such security as the position
of the King's brother-in-law conferred, But Mar-
garet declined to be a party to any such scheme,
and, though she had no affection for her husband,
appears at this crisis of his fortunes to have played
the part of a loyal friend, helping him by her advice
to thread his way through the mazes of a Court,
than which none was ever more disturbed by un-
scrupulous intrigue, by mutual hatred and suspicion.

It was indeed a strange stage on which this beard-
less youth of nineteen, this King, with more nose
than kingdom, as the courtiers jested, was called to
play his perilous part; still reeking with the blood
of the tragedy just enacted, crowded with a motley
crew of cut-throats, courtesans and adventurers,
elbowing nobles, ladies and princes, who differed
from them little in manners, dress or decency of
life.

" In that Court/* says an eye-witness, u common
sin seemed too near virtue to please, and he was reck-
oned to show little spirit who was content to be the
gallant of but one adulteress/' There everything,